Freshwater Mussels: The most imperiled
animals in North America




Clubshell Reintroduction

Scientific Name: Pleurobema clava
Status: Federally Endangered
Reintroduced to the Eel River: Summer 2015
Partnership: Indiana Department of Natural Resources
Nongame Aquatic Biologist, Brant Fisher
United States Fish and Wildlife Service
Ecosystems Connections Institute
Assessment: 95% survival as of 2020




A Success Story

e 2015 we received 150 Clubshell mussels that from the Allegheny River
in Pennsylvania.

e Each mussel had a numbered tag and a Passive Integrated
Transponder (PIT) in on side.

* 50 mussels were placed in three locations




Placement

e Each mussel was measured and placed in systematic way.




Data carefully recorded and placed in the
river.
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Assessment, 2016

e 149 out of the 150 were found living in 2016!
e \We recelved 3,000 more In
Summer 2016.

Clubshell filtering shortly after placement - July 26, 2016.




3,000 mussels arrive summer 2016

 Mussels arrive from the Alleghany River, Pennsylvania in
coolers.




Placement, 2016

Lots of volunteers placed
each mussel in the river.

Our ECI President Melinda Sweeten helps.




2020 assessment

* The Clubshell survival stays at 95%.

e Best survival of all other reintroduction streams across the
Midwest.

* We will look for young Clubshell
in 2021.




ur Fearless IDNR Partner, Brant Fisher
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