
Two Indian Creek Dam Removals in 
2019 from Corydon, IN 



ECI removed two dams in the city of Corydon, 
Indiana in the fall of 2019. These dams were 
constructed by the Corps of Engineers for the city as 
a water source for the city.

These dams are thought to have impacted critical 
habitat for Eastern hellbender salamander which is a 
state endangered species. 

The removal will improve stream habitat as well as 
human safety.



The most upstream 
dam is approximately 
12 feet tall and 165 
feet long.

Notice the large still 
pools of water below 
above and below the 
dam.





Pre-dam removal 
shock boat 
electrofishing with 
the crew.

Knowing the fish community 
before and after is 
important to understand 
how the system changes 
once the dams are removed.



Away from the 
pool,  a  tote- barge 
is used  to shock 
the fish.
It is always all 
hands on deck to 
help in this 
process.



ECI partnered with 
a professor and  
student from 
Bellarmine 
University to gather 
sediment samples.

A dredge was used to 
gather the samples.



A large deep 
pool formed 
below this dam. 
Making it  
dangerous for 
humans as well 
as a home for a  
less desirable 
fishery.



The pool behind the 
dam was 
approximately 2 
miles long.



After a lot of  lubricant a little 
muscle we were able to get the 
flow gate to work in order to help 
drain the pool behind the dam. 



Draining the pool is an important part of the dam 
removal  process. A slow release is important as to not 
let a large amount sediment loose down stream.  



Gate control that helped 
drain the pool behind the 
dam so equipment can 
start removal.



After a day 
the water 
was still 
receding.



Once the pool is drained, the 
contractor  builds a road to reach the 
dam. In this case they start below the 
dam.





A cut on the 
far side of 
the dam 
helps slowly 
release the 
water.



The dam 
removal 
process is slow 
and 
methodical but 
eventually the 
work is 
finished. 



1st Year after removal the 
stream returns to it’s natural  
look.



Looking downstream of removed dam, now a 
beautiful stream has immerged.



Moving on:

The Downstream 
Indian Creek dam 
is approximately 10 
feet tall and 180 
feet across.



The pool behind the dam is about a mile long.



A staged or slow 
water release was 
done by the 
contractor by  
breaking a small 
section of the 
dam.



Once the pool 
was drained 
another pathway  
was build behind
the dam in
order to access 
the dam from 
above and 
below.





Two different 
machines were 
used to 
deconstruct this 
dam.
A grinder and a 
hammer.



A long arm 
was used to 
load trucks 
when 
material 
from the 
dam was 
crushed.







After several days the dam is 
removed and the cleanup 
begins.



First look at the free flowing stream hours 
after dam removal.



Looking for 
stranded 
freshwater 
mussels after 
dam removal.



Looking for stranded mussels and 
got stuck in the muck almost up 
to my knees. 
The next slide shows what a 
difference a year makes. 



One year later 
notice the 

regrowth of 
vegetation on the 

streambank.



After removal 
we survey the 
fish community 
again. To see 
how it changes 
after the dam 
removals.





These fish are just stunned with electricity, 
counted and released.



So many 
bass.



In the post dam removal electrofishing we found 
that the fish community greatly improved with 
the pool being drained. We also  found many 
more game fish species such as spotted bass, 
small mouth bass, and large mouth bass in the 
natural stream channel.



Partners on this Project

United Stated Fish and Wildlife Service
 The Town of Corydon
 The Nature Conservancy
 Lake and River Enhancement
Dan Cristiani Excavating
 Bellarmine University
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